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This book is intended to showcase the images of many of our 
emerging Port Phillip Bay photographers, as well as some of 
those who are more experienced. 

The very recent emergence of affordable high quality 
cameras,  combined with a surging interest in our southern 
waters,  has led to this publication.

Our Victorian waters, our ‘Sea Country’, area unique in the 
world and apart from a number of well known locations are 
largely unexplored.

Everyone who dives with a camera has a chance of finding 
and perhaps naming a new species. It is hoped that this book 
will provide a showcase for its most kind and enthusiastic 
contributors and encourage many more people to put their 
heads under water, camera at the ready.

The judges had a tough time, being amateurs themselves, but 
did assess the sent in images to a six point regime.

It is our hope that this small book might become an annual or 
biannual publication and that it attracts many more marine 
photographers to contribute in the future. Anyone seeking to 
use images here is most welcome and will be directed to the 
individual copyright holders.

My special thanks to Kim Wright and Tim Forster for their 
support in the creation of this book.

Raymond V Lewis OAM.  August 20
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Comments from some of the photographers 
listed in this book.

After spending many years inland, I returned to the seaside in 
1999 and immediately fell in love with Bayside’s coastline.  It 
took a few years to gain the confidence to take up snorkeling 
but when I did I was amazed by the diversity and beauty of 
the under water world.

Underwater photography was a natural progression and a 
necessity.  For me the newly discovered underwater world of 
marine plants and animals seemed indecipherable from brief 
snorkeling observations alone.  Initially I recorded marine 
images during intertidal surveys, but eventually technology 
advanced and I could capture under water images at an 
“affordable” price with a digital Olympus underwater and 
shockproof camera. 

Since 2004 I have been working to establish a photographic 
catalogue of intertidal marine species found at Ricketts Point 
Marine Sanctuary, Melbourne.  

Mel Mitchell

The marine environment has been my biggest passion for the 
past 23 years. A passion so strong I have built my life around 
it. Submerging myself underwater is like a peaceful dream 
surrounded by unique creatures that never cease to amaze 
me.  By taking photos of the wonders that lie beneath, I hope 
to pass on what I see to others. 

I began taking underwater photos 3 years ago with my little 
compact camera the Olympus Tough 8010. After 3 of these 

cameras I have recently upgraded to a Canon EOS 60D with a 
Nauticam housing.

I am a marine biologist and have recently completed my 
honours degree on Australian fur seals. My love for these 
inquisitive, beautiful creatures was the reason I began taking 
photos, to show others just how amazing these animals are.  

From my experiences I have come to learn that these animals 
are mistreated, mainly from entanglements such as fishing 
line and balloon strings. Through my photographs I would 
one day love to be able to show people just how important 
it is to protect the marine environment and show everyone 
that they can make a difference just by picking up a piece of 
fishing line off the pier or a plastic bag in the park. 

Jemma Heritage

I began taking underwater photographs about 15 years 
ago and began with a Nikonos V. I now use and strongly 
recommend the Canon Power Shot D10 for my all snorkelling, 
(including all the shots entered here),  because of its ease of 
use, flexibility, and the good colour representation provided.  
For diving I mainly use an Olympus SLR with housing. 

My favourite sites are around the Great Otway National 
Park including Blanket Bay, and in the Barwon Bluff Marine 
Sanctuary near Barwon Heads. 

But around the Bay are the many sites in the Port Phillip 
Heads Marine National Park particularly at Point Nepean and 
Point Lonsdale. 

I love the no mucking around aspect of small waterproof 
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digital cameras for use in shallow dives (< 10m) and my little Canon 
is with me constantly. I spend a lot of time exploring the stunning 
Barwon Bluff Marine Sanctuary near where I live or in some of the 
other protected areas nearby such as at Point Lonsdale.  

I am fortunate and get to see a lot of images from other 
photographers that help me enormously with my work with Parks 
Victoria in promoting Victoria’s Marine National Parks and Marine 
Sanctuaries.  

As a total amateur I am constantly inspired by the work of many of 
Victoria’s great underwater photographers who bring our amazing 
marine environments into people’s lives. 

Mark Rodrigue

I am new to underwater photography and have only been taking 
shots for one year.

I use a simple compact digital camera called the Olympus U-Tough 
8010. I recommend it as a good beginner’s camera. 

My favourite site is Rye Pier, but you cannot beat Ricketts Point 
Marine Sanctuary in Beaumaris!

I have a Bachelor of Environmental Science (Marine biology). The 
intentions of my underwater photography are to share with others 
the beauty and wilderness of our marine world.

My photography tip is to rinse your camera thoroughly after each 
use as I have experienced the problems of salt build up around the 
seals!

I have become fascinated with nudibranchs because they are so 
unusual and uniquely designed.

Through majestic underwater images we can create an awareness 
of the incredible marine habitats and encourage the need of its 
preservation. 

Creating underwater photography catalogues is ideal to assist in 
identifying creatures you see each visit.

Madeleine Heath

I have used a number of cameras and currently have an excellent 
Canon Powershot S90 with quality housing. For video I use a 
Hanimax. Video is poor from the Canon model I have, although 
much better in the Canon S95, its successor.

I never dive without the camera and have become one of the legion 
of besotted  ‘virtual collectors’ of marine images.

My top tip is, that for the first year or so, until you are really at 
home in the water, you should know that your IQ drops quite a lot 
in the unfamiliar environment.

Swimming off without a fin, forgetting weights, or forgetting 
camera depth limits is the norm, and flooded cameras due to poor 
preparation are an ever present possibility.  So take some time to 
draw breath and think before you dive.

Always test your camera for water integrity twice, once just below 
the surface and then at about a metre!

Also talk to others about the art of approaches to fish and more that 
seem to leave them unthreatened by your presence and thus allow 
for great shots. 

Take multiple images and keep very few.

Ray Lewis
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I began taking under water photographs four years ago and began 
with a Canon Ixus. I have destroyed two cameras in the course 
of my UW photography, which I think is about average. Taking 
cameras underwater is a high-risk activity.

 I now use an Olympus E-PL3, which is one of the new generation of 
micro four-thirds cameras. It is paired with a Sea&Sea YS-01 strobe. 

I enjoy taking photos both with the strobe and also in ambient light. 
A strobe brings out the most colour, but ambient light gives a better 
sense of the mood of light underwater. 

My favourite sites are the back beaches (down the Peninsula) and 
the shore diving sites west of Queenscliff. These are all high-energy 
areas of coastline so they can only be dived on low swell days.

My favourite shore dive inside Port Philllip Bay is Ricketts Point, 
which offers a great diversity of marine life.

My favourite boat dive in the bay is the wreck of the “Uralba”, 
which lies 8km off Carrum in 22m of water. It is a very atmospheric 
shipwreck.

Phil Watson

I’ve been diving since 1989 and photographing since 1990. I’ve 
used several Nikonos (film) cameras back in the 90’s and since 
2003 I have been using my trusted Olympus 5050 (5mp) camera. 

The high quality maximum aperture of F1.8 makes this camera still 
one of the best on the market. I have also shot underwater video in 
the past 15 years.

Having used two different Canon Mini DV cameras, I’ve now gone 
on to use one single GoPro which I just love!

I now combine the 5050 and the GoPro to get a lovely balance 
between stills and video.

I have dived many areas of the world including California, Bali, 
Vanuatu, The Bahamas, Florida, most of Australia,

but my home is Melbourne and it’s where I have found some of 
the most awe inspiring creatures and certainly  the most colourful 
reefs, sponges and corals.

I spend my days as a Graphic Designer (having worked for DIVE 
Log, Oceanic, DAN and others in the Australian Diving Industry).  
On weekends I photograph weddings and if I’m free I’ll always try 
to get a dive in.

I love my diving and the people I meet as I continue discovering the 
world that is underwater

David Bryant

I have always enjoyed the outdoors, particularly scuba diving, 
kayaking and snorkeling. 

Upon returning to live in Australia after many years abroad, I was 
pleased to find an active group  in the MCRP with similar interests. 

 I was fascinated by the variety of marine life available to us here 
in Port Phillip Bay and as a result, have taken up underwater 
photography. 

Some of my favourite areas are the piers at Rye, Blairgowrie  and 
Mordialloc  as well as the reefs of  Ricketts Point  marine park.

Although very much a beginner, I have been adding additional lenses 
to my Canon S95 compact digital camera as I improve my technique.
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One never knows what is going to turn up on any excursion and 
it would now be unthinkable for me to dive or snorkel without a 
camera.                    

Kim Wright

I have been diving with a camera for about 10 or 11 years now and 
so far have not upgraded beyond a compact digital.  I have however 
always chosen a camera that allows me a lot of control over the 
images I take (rather than shooting on Auto), and at times  now I 
am tempted to think of upgrade when the limitations of my cameras 
frustrate me.  

I love diving with other underwater photographers as they move 
slowly and carefully and are very observant.  Some of my most 
exciting dive trips (Indonesia, Rowley Shoals, Manado,) have been 
in the company of really expert photographers. 

I have flooded three cameras....twice when I did not prepare the 
housing in good light and was complacent. The third camera was an 
Olympus 8000 that supposedly did not require a housing, but many 
people had problems with this model and I noted that Olympus 
changed it significantly and quickly!

At present I am using a Canon S95 in an Ikelite housing and the 
Olympus 8000 (replaced by Olympus!), now also in an Ikelite 
housing.  I take the latter when going into more challenging 
situations as it is smaller and the added housing makes it very 
sturdy and secure.  Both can take very good photos...but still dozens 
of photos get discarded after every dive!!

I am obsessed by seaweed and my favourite dives in Victoria are 
those on the Point Lonsdale side of the Port Phillip Heads which 

are sea weed heaven!  However I also love diving in Ricketts and 
Jawbone Marine Sanctuaries, looking closely and supporting 
various projects there.

Sandy Webb

I am still a student at Melbourne University, and have just begun 
taking underwater images. 

My camera is Olympus Mju Tough 8000, and my diving, so far, has 
been restricted to Port Phillip bay.

Michael Seivers

I began taking underwater photographs 4 years ago with an 
Olympus Mju (tough) 1030. I now use a Canon SX2010 IS with 
Ikelite housing underwater and a Canon 60D for terrestrial 
photographs. 

My favourite sites within the Bay are Blairgowrie Pier and South 
Channel Fort.

I was interested in photography from a young age, often stealing 
mum’s camera to take photos of garden flowers. This interest 
has lasted and is now a fond hobby of mine. Framing an image to 
enhance its beauty and capture the timelessness of the subject or 
landscape trains the eye to see beauty more readily, everyday. 

My curiousity and amazement of the ocean grew from snorkelling 
the piers in Port Phillip Bay. They harbour the weird and wonderful; 
another world to explore that can be done cheaply with just a mask, 
snorkel, fins and a gulp of fresh air! 

Once you start exploring the Bay and its myriad of different 
seascapes and creatures you’ll be hooked. Just remember, when 
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starting out there is no need for top of the range equipment. All you 
need is a keen attitude, an eye for detail and preferably a buddy to 
share all the laughs and good times with.

Sacha Guggenheimer

Being a tropical marine biologist I hadn’t thought much about 
Australia’s temperate waters until I moved to Victoria 7 years ago. 
I then discovered what many people had already realised, that our 
temperate marine environment is an incredibly rich, diverse and 
stunningly beautiful ecosystem that is every bit as amazing as any 
tropical coral reef.

I’ve worked throughout South East Asia and the Pacific and have 
loved the diving and marine life contained in these waters but have 
to say that Victoria has become my favourite place to dive – and 
seals are my new favourite marine animals! After over 4000 dives 
spanning a 22-year career in marine I can honestly say that some of 
my best diving has been in shallow water off the piers and shoreline 
of both Western Port and Port Phillip Bays.  Any dive here can 
bring such unexpected treasures as weedy seadragons, pot bellied 
seahorses and smooth rays – any of which can make the dive an 
experience to remember.

My photography has been dominated by my diving in Victoria and 
the awards I’ve won have predominantly been from this region. 
I wish that I had discovered underwater photography earlier 
in my career as I’ve found it to be an extraordinarily effective 
communication tool. Books like this are an excellent way of letting 
the broader Australian community discover the uniquely precious 
life we have here in Victoria. 

Richard Wylie
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Descriptions of the images as supplied by the 
photographers.     

Page number title of image                 

Williamstown  1

Queenscliff 2

Seal on Bow 3

Sorrento – Queenscliff Ferry  4

Encounter with a Fiddler Ray 5

Blue Ringed Octopus 6

Spider Crabs on the March 7

Dolphins at Play 8 

Tasselled Anemone Eggs 9

Sea Star (Plectaster decanus) 10

Blue Devil 11

Blue Blubber Jelly 12

Sargassum 13

Hermit Crab 14

Zooanthids 15

Draftboard Shark 16

Sponges 17

Draftboard Shark Egg Case 18

Pot Bellied Sea Horse Pair 19

Doughboy Sponge 20

Playful Dolphins 21

Curious Seal 22

Blenny 23

Nautilus 24

PJ Shark Egg Case 25

Limey Worms 26

Royal Spoonbill 27

Flounder 28

Zebra Fish 29

Flathead on Caulerpa Bed 30

Shoaling Bait Fish 31

Sponge Crab 32

Red Bait Crab 33

Seal in Trouble 34

Sebella Worm 35

Under and Over 36

Old Wives 37
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Pelicans at Rest 38

Anemone Pink 39

Intertidal Reef 40

Crabs Mating 41

Waratah Anemone 42

Pacific Gull 43

Pipe Fish 44

Kelp 45

Spider Crab 46

Blenny 47

Claspers Port Jackson Shark 48

Port Jackson Sharks 49

Alga in Winter 50

Decorator Crab 51

Low Tide Ricketts Point 52

Pelican Study 53

Epiphytes 54

Smooth Ray 55

Weedy Sea Dragon 56

Diving Gannet 57

Sea Eagle 58

Happy Tourists 59

Eclectic 60

Kelp Study 61

Petrel 62

Wandering Anemone 63

Affectionate Seals 64

Sea Hare 65

Sunset Rosebud 66

Gannets and Velvet Sea Star 67

Eleven Armed Sea Star 68

Underwater Garden 69

Mating Dumpling Squid 70

Star Eating Elephant Snail 71

Sea Dragon with Amphipod 72

Ascidian 73

Interested Octopus 74

Scallop 75

Anemone 76


